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Firstly, my apologies for the delay in providing a response to you on this matter. 
 
We have commissioned the Homelessness and Rough Sleeping Action Group to 
develop recommendations on: the immediate actions we could take to alleviate 
conditions for rough sleepers in winter 2017/18; how to end rough sleeping; how to 
transform the use of temporary accommodation; and how to end homelessness. 
They have made three out of four sets of recommendations, with the final set due 
shortly. We are therefore still considering how best to deploy the Ending 
Homelessness Together funding, with the benefit of the advice of some of the most 
eminent experts in the field. More detail about the work of the Action Group is 
available here: https://beta.gov.scot/groups/homelessness-and-rough-sleeping-
action-group/ 
 
The Committee will appreciate that homelessness is a complex issue; having a 
house, while important, is only one element of the solution for some of our most 
vulnerable members of society with multiple and complex needs. Without effective 
and consistent support, some people will find it difficult to maintain a tenancy which 
can lead to a cycle of repeat homelessness. Indeed, I note this petition has elicited 
responses from the Scottish Federation of Housing Associations and from the 
Glasgow and West of Scotland Forum of Housing Associations, both recognising the 
primacy of effective support in ensuring some of those hardest to help exit 
homelessness for good, rather than a shortage of available properties being the 
limiting factor. 
 
The Homelessness and Rough Sleeping Action Group has considered effective 
ways to break the cycle of homelessness, and given considerable thought to how to 
prevent people ever reaching the crisis point of homelessness. The Government has 
accepted all of the recommendations in principle (although we have qualified our 
acceptance of recommendations centring on the devolution of funding for temporary 
accommodation pending further analysis and consideration in partnership with local 
authorities, to ensure we fully understand the implications before taking steps here). 
 
The Scottish Government and Action Group members 1 invested £328,000 in 
initiatives to tackle rough sleeping over the winter 2017/18 followed by a further 
£150,000 from the Ending Homelessness Together fund to continue additional 
interventions for people sleeping rough into summer 2018. We will be considering 
how to implement all the recommendations from the Action Group together with the 
recommendations the Local Government and Communities Committee made in the 
spring, before coming to final conclusions as to the best way to spend the bulk of the 
funding allocated to Ending Homelessness Together. 
 
I hope this is a useful explanation of our work to date; do let me know if there is 
further information that would be helpful. 
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